
Welcome to the Patch Man 

Roof Report, a series of re-

ports that address the proper 

maintenance and care of your 

roof, one of the most impor-

tant and misunderstood struc-

tures of a home.  

 

The Patch Man has been ser-

vicing and repairing roofs for 

over 30 years and is experi-

enced in finding solutions for 

most roofing needs.  

For years now I have come 

across more roofs failing due 

to inadequate attic ventilation. 

The more airtight the houses 

are being made by weather-

stripping, caulking and insu-

lation, the greater the need for 

proper attic ventilation. If a 

home cannot breathe, un-

wanted heat and moisture can 

develop in the attic and even-

tually cause serious damage 

to the roof sheathing, rafters 

and roof materials, not to 

mention mold build-

up, which can seri-

ously affect your 

health. 

 

On sunny days, with-

out proper ventilation, 

attic temperatures can 

reach 160 degrees, bak-

ing the roof deck and 

causing premature failure 

of the roofing materials. 

 

In the winter, moisture 

build-up condenses on 

the attic structures and 

can cause serious  dam-

age within your home.  

 

In order to achieve a 

properly balanced venti-

lation system, a continual 

path in the attic that al-

lows fresh air to enter 

and exit should be in-

stalled. This can be ac-

complished by two types 

of  venting , intake vents 

and exhaust vents.  

 

Intake vents are located 

at the eves or soffit and 

allow for fresh air to 

flow into the attic. Ex-

haust vents are located at 

or near the ridge area and 

allow for air to exit the 

attic. 

The minimum ventilation 

requirement from the 

roofing industry and 

most building codes re-

quire one square foot of 

net free area (open venti-

lation area) for every 300 

square feet of attic floor 

space. This area must be 

balanced with half of the 

openings at the ridge to 

provide for exhaust venti-

lation and half of the 

openings at the eves or 

soffit area for intake ven-

tilation.  

 

Proper ventilation is 

considered to be such a 

critical factor that major 

manufactures of roof 

shingles void their war-

ranties if adequate venti-

lation is not provided.  

 

With heating and cool-

ing costs continuing to 

rise, having a proper 

balanced attic ventila-

tion system can reduce 

your energy consumption 

and prevent unnecessary 

and costly out of pocket 

expenses down the road. 

 

A  continuous ridge vent , 

which is installed at the 

peak of your roof  along 

with the proper intake 

vents is by far the best 

and most efficient  way to 

ventilate your attic.  

Continuous ridge 

vents are available 

in many styles. The 

Attic Ventilation 
newer designs are made 

of hard plastic which al-

low you to cover them 

with the standard  cap 

shingles. 

 

When applied properly  

they  provide a sleek look 

to the roof. All you see is 

a thin shadow line where 

the cap shingles are 

raised above the regular  

shingles. 

 

I hope the information 

from this report is help-

ful. Please call if you 

have any questions. 

Specializing in:  

• Shake 

• Comp 

• Tar & Gravel 

• Inspections 

• Hot Mop 

Shower-Pans 

• 30 Plus Years 

Experience 

530/272-8390 

THE P ATCH  M AN  


